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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A panel for use in a covering for architectural openings 
moveable between open and closed positions comprising in combination: 
a set of parallel lift elements, 
a set of parallel operating elements disposed in 
5 substantially the same plane as the lift elements, 

at least one strip of material having first and second 
parallel edges, said first edge of each strip being secured to said lift elements 
and said second edge to said operating elements such that movement of said 
operating elements in a first direction relative to said lift elements causes the 
10 strip to be in a substantially flat closed position and substantially in the same 
plane as said lift and operating elements, and movement of said operating 
elements in an opposite direction relative to said lift elements causes said 
second edge of said strip to be moved toward said first edge in an open 
position. 

15 . 2. A covering for an architectural opening movable between open 
and closed positions comprising in combination: 

an elongated substantially cylindrical roller, 
a set of elongated parallel lift elements having one end 
secured to the periphery of said roller along a first longitudinally extending 
20 line, 

a set of elongated parallel operating elements having one 
end secured to the periphery of said roller along a second longitudinally 
extending line, said second line being circumferentially spaced from said first 
line, 

25 a plurality of strips of material having first and second 

parallel edges, said first parallel edges being secured to said lift elements and 
said second parallel edges being secured to said operating elements such 
that the lift and operating elements are disposed in substantially the same 
plane where they are secured to the strips of material, said operating 

30 elements being longitudinally movable relative to said lift elements to move 
said first and second edges toward and away from each other to move said 
covering between open and closed positions and said lift and operating 
elements as well as said strips of material being wrap able about said roller. 
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3. A covering for an architectural opening movable between open 
and closed positions comprising in combination: 

an elongated roller of generally cylindrical configuration, 

a flexible sheet of material secured at one edge to the 
5 periphery of said roller along a first longitudinally extending line of attachment, 

a set of operating elements secured at one end to said 
periphery of said roller along a second longitudinally extending line of 
attachment circumferentially spaced from said first line of attachment, 

a plurality of strips of material, each strip having first and 
10 second parallel edges, said first parallel edges being intermittently secured to 
said sheet along a first set of parallel spaced lines so as to define unsecured 
locations along said spaced lines, said second edges being secured to said 
operating elements at spaced locations along the length of said operating 
elements, said operating elements slidably extending through said unsecured 
15 locations and being operative to selectively move said second edges toward 
and away from said first edges upon pivotal movement of said roller in moving 
the covering between said open and closed positions. 

4. A panel for use in a covering for an architectural opening 
comprising in combination: 

20 a plurality of elongated, parallel, spaced flexible 

elements, and 

at least one rectangular strip of material having an edge 
and a tab formed along said edge, said tab being coupled to said flexible 
elements along an interface of said elements with said tab. 
25 5. A panel for use in a covering for an architectural opening 

comprising in combination: 

a plurality of elongated, flexible elements disposed in 
parallel relationship in a common plane, and 

a plurality of first and second strips of material positioned 
30 adjacent to said common plane, each of said first and second strips of 
material having first and second edges, said first edges of said first and 
second strips being secured together and being secured to less than all of 
said flexible elements along first juncture lines with the remainder of the 
flexible elements passing slidably through said first juncture lines, said second 
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edges of said first and second strips being secured together and being 
secured to said remainder of the flexible elements, so that the first and 
second strips of material form a plurality of collapsible cells therebetween and 
the flexible elements are operative to selectively collapse the cells by moving 
5 said second edges of said strips of material toward said first edges. 

6. A panel for use in a covering for an architectural opening 
comprising in combination: 

a plurality of flexible elements disposed in parallel 
relationship in a common plane, 
10 a plurality of backing strips, and 

a plurality of strips of fabric, said strips of fabric being 
secured to said backing strips along lines of attachment with said flexible 
elements disposed therebetween. 

7. A panel for a covering for use in an architectural opening 
15 comprising in combination: 

a vertically suspended flexible support structure, 
a set of parallel operating elements disposed in substantially the 
same plane as said support structure, 

at least one strip of material having first and second edges, said 
20 first edge being secured to said support structure and said second edge being 
secured to said operating elements such that movement of said operating 
elements in a first direction relative to said support structure causes the strip 
to be in a substantially flat position and substantially in the same plane as said 
support structure and said operating elements, and movement of said 
25 operating elements in an opposite direction relative to said support structure 
causes said second edge to be moved toward said first edge. 

8. A covering for an architectural opening movable between 
extended and retracted positions comprising in combination: 

a panel of vertically extendable flexible material having an upper 
30 edge and a lower edge; 

a headrail including a roller about which the panel of material 
can be wrapped, said upper edge of the panel being secured to the periphery 
of said roller, and a movable stop; and 
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a bottom rail secured to the lower edge of said panel, said 
bottom rail being engageable with said stop in the headrail to arrest rotation of 
the roller in one direction when the covering is being retracted. 

9. A covering for an architectural opening movable between 
5 extended and retracted positions comprising in combination: 

a panel of vertically extendable, flexible material having an 
upper edge and a lower edge; 

a headrail including a roller about which the panel of material 
can be wrapped, said upper edge of the panel being secured to the periphery 
10 of said roller; and 

a bottom rail connected to said lower edge and including at least 
two component parts pivotally connected together. 

10. A covering for an architectural opening movable between 
extended and retracted positions comprising in combination: 

15 a panel of vertically extendable, flexible material having an 

upper edge and a lower edge; 

a headrail including a roller about which the panel of material 
can be wrapped, said upper edge of the panel being secured to the periphery 
of said roller; 

20 said panel including a support structure and a plurality of 

horizontally extending strips of material supported thereon, said strips having 
an upper edge secured to said support structure and a movable lower edge 
and a plurality of operative elements secured to said lower edge of the strips 
of material and to said roller to selectively move said lower edge of said strips 

25 toward the upper edge; and 

a bottom rail including a curvilinear surface and further including 
an element operatively secured to said operative elements and extending 
around said curvilinear surface before being connected with said support 
structure whereby said element moves around said curvilinear surface as said 

30 lower edge of strips is moved toward the upper edge of said strips. 
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